
CASE STUDY

THE PROJECT

Having operated the shop within 
the museum for the past 25 years 
and from the current building for 
the last 20 years, the owners of the 
fossil shop decided it was time to 
refurbish, in order to offer a better 
experience and to show their fossils 
in a more professional manner. They 
were also looking for improved 
security of both displayed and 
stocked fossils.

George Thomas Joinery were 
contacted and asked to design and 
manufacture all new display cabinets 
and shelving, as well as to refurbish the 
main counter and floor of the building.

THE SOLUTION

The main shelving and storage 
cabinets, which included hidden 
LED lighting and lockable storage, 
were manufactured along with some 
special cabinets for expensive fossils 
and a large sea bed display.  

Counter top display units were created 
for jewellery, including necklaces. The 
main retail counter was refurbished 
along with the outside building sign. 
The ceiling was painted,lights installed, 
a dado rail was fitted and the lower 
section of the walls painted. But first, 
the floor needed repairing as it was 
very uneven with a difference in height 
from one end of the building to the 
other of 120mm. 

THE RESULT

Manufacturing the cabinets at their 
factory in Cradley Heath, near to 
the Black Country Living Museum 
allowed much of the work to be 
done off site. In total, the time taken 
to build the cabinets and fit them 
was only around 5 days, meaning 
that the fitters would only be on 
site for a short time and causing the 
shop as little disruption as possible.

The uneven floor is no longer 
noticeable and the shop owner is 
delighted that they won’t need to 
change a light bulb for the display 
cabinets ever again.
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The Rock and Fossil Shop at the 
Black Country Living Museum is an 
independent shop within the museum 
that is family owned and run. 

It continues a tradition of “specialist 
purveyor of fossils, minerals and crystal 
specimens”, both locally, nationwide and 
worldwide, together with onyx marble 
giftware and gem set silver jewellery.  The 
shop caters for collectors of all ages, with 
a wide variety of choice, stocking tumbled 
stones, polished agate; from cabinet size 
to mini specimens and souvenirs there is 
something for everyone to remind them 
of their visit to the museum.

For more information or to arrange a visit: 

call 01384 637 825
email enquiries@gtjs.co.uk

www.gtjs.co.uk

 I am so pleased with my new shop interior. The 
hidden lighting is really going to make my displays 
stand out and I’ve got more storage than I’ve ever 
had. George Thomas have done a wonderful job, 
overcoming the uneven floor, bowed walls and 
awkward shape of the building.” 
Vicky Gurney, Fossil Shop Owner


